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PREFACE.

>~ Many of the survivors of the 115th Regiment Illinois Volun-

teers had long wished for something in the way of a perma-

nent record of the organization, campaigns, battles and
W achievements of the old regiment. A regimental association
. liad been formed as early as 1876, and frequent reunions had
been held at which the subject of a regimental history had
been as frequently discussed. Several unsuccessful attempts
had been made to secure a committee that would undertake
the task. Finally, at the reunion held at Decatur, I1L., in. 1894,
after much solicitation on the part of the members of the regi-
mental association, and assurances of the hearty co-operation
of all, the writer, in an unguarded moment, consented to un-
dertake the work. Had he then realized, even in a moderate
degree, the difficulties to be overcome, and the labor re-
quired to collect the material and prepare such a history, no
amount of persuasion could have induced him to make the
attempt.

An earnest effort was made to get the addresses of all the
survivors of the regiment and to secure from them personal
incidents, anecdotes, accounts of the special service of indi-
viduals and companies and other facts of interest. The sur-
vivors of the regiment were also urged to furnish biographical
"' sketches and invited to send their portraits. These requests

met with a very liberal response, as the numerous sketches

and portraits of our comrades will testify, but it is a matter
o of sincere regret to the author and to all interested in the
listory, that so many are necessarily omitted from this part

of the book. ) .
% Free use has been made of all material received. In order

to avoid repetition of the same general facts and incidents

it has been deemed best to incorporate in the general narra-
7 tive the statements of many individuals, rather than to insert
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them as separate narratives. Therefore the several accounts
of marches, campaigns, and battles that would in the main be
applicable to the entire regiment, have been incorporated in
the general history of the regiment. Any other course would
have made the work too bulky and too costly. For the same
reason it has been found necessary to very greatly condense
many of the sketches that are printed separately. For taking
such liberties the pardon of all concerned is most earnestly
sought, No other course seemed possible under the circum-
stances. In making selections the author has used his best
judgment, all the time striving to be entirely impartial and
perfectly just to all. Among the several companies he has
done what he could to give equal and exact justice to all. If
more space is given to some than to others the reason is that
the comrades of those companies responded more freely than
did the others. Necessarily the author’s own personal ob-
servation and knowledge were limited, although he was with
the regiment nearly all the time from the beginning to the end.

It was impossible for the author to have personal knowledge
of the many interesting occurences in the companies other
than his own, and if such incidents have not been supplied him
he should not be censured for their omission. If he has
seemed to give more prominence to his own company it is not
because he wished to do so, but because he had more perfect
knowledge of that company.

The biographical sketches have been compiled from infor-
mation furnished by the comrades and their friends. In some
instances they appear in the language furnished, while in
others they have been rewritten, enlarged from other sources,
or condensed as seemed proper. ]

The writer has not only drawn freely from the sketches and
correspondence of the members of the regiment, but has
made frec; use of the Century War Papers and other histories
within his reach. He has made as diligent study as his time
would permit of the original reports and correspondence
bearing on the operations of the armies of which the 115th
was a part, and has made a conscientious effort to state the
facts. Aided by several visits to the battle-field of Chicka-

H ) . . - = B



PREFACE. v

mauga and a careful study of the ground in connection with
the official reports of the operations of the various divisions
and brigades engaged, he has given an extended account of
that great conflict. His only apology for giving so much
space to that one battle and to the operations of other com-
mands, is that it seemed necessary to do so in order to show
the true value of the services of the 115th on that occasion.

The author desires to acknowledge the very valuable assist-
ance rendered him by very many of the members of the regi-
ment and their families. To all who have contributed in any
way to the success of the undertaking, he extends his most
hearty thanks. Maj. IF. L. Hays and Adjt. Allen Litsenberger,
respectively president and secretary of the regimental associa-
tion, have been particularly helpful. Sergt. A. B. Leeper of
Company A, Sergts. E. H. Martin and TFinley Behymer of
Company B, Thomas Stone and George W. Rhodes of Com-
pany C, William Tyson of Company D, Robert Bivans and J.
M. Waddle of Company E, Capt. Z. C. Patten and Lieut. S. K.
Hatfield of Company H, are all deserving of special mention
in this connection. The author is greatly indebted to Judge
G. S. Robinson for his journal of the campaigns of the 115th,
to Cyrus M. Imboden for his “Eight Months’ Service”, to
Lieut. J. C. Youngken for a history of the movements of Com-
pany C, to Maj. Samuel Hymer for a history of Company D,
to Capt. Jno. W. Dove for a sketch of the service of Com-
pany G, and to Captain Rutherford, Company I, and Captain
Slocum, Company B, for similar records of their companies,
from all of which the author has drawn freely in the prepara-
tion of the history.

He also desires to thank Capt. W. H. Newlin, author of
the history of the 73d Illinois Volunteers, for valuable informa-
tion from the office of the Adjutant-General of Illinois, and
to make proper acknowledgment to the Robert Clark Co. of
Cincinnati, which kindly furnished the maps and illustrations
appearing on pages 86, 9o, 98, 100, 106, 114, 118, 122, 178 and
182.

The author makes no claim to literary merit for the work.
The only purpose has been to present in a simple manner
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such a narrative of facts as would show in some degree the
real character of the services of the regiment, and put in a
permanent form the record of its achievements. When it is
remembered that his work has been done at odd moments and
in the evenings between days devoted to business and pro-
fessional work, without any hope of pecuniary reward, his
critics will be disposed to be lenient, and perhaps overlook
imperfections that would otherwise receive attention. He has
tried to be impartial and to make his work as nearly correct as
possible in its statements, yet he feels conscious of many im-
perfections, and doubtless the reader will find many errors,
possibly some that may seem inexcusable. All that is asked
in such cases is that the reader will make his own corrections
and bear in mind that it is much ecasier to sec errors after the
thing is done than to avoid them in dong it.
I. H. C. ROYSE.
Terre Haute, Ind., July, 1900.
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HISTORY OF THE 145TH JLLINOIS
VOLUNTEERS.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.

The 115th Regiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry was a
part of the country’s patriotic response to President Lincoln’s
calls for six hundred thousand more men in the midsummer of
1862. The great American Civil War had been in progress
more than fifteen months and the talk of a “sixty days cam-
paign,” a mere “breakfast spell,” was no longer heard. We
shall better understand these two calls for more men, each
for three hundred thousand, one quickly following the other,
by a brief review of the preceding events and of the causes
leading up to them. We must know something of the circum-
stances attending the breaking out of so gigantic a war, as well
as a little about the cause of it.

As to the cause, the explanation is given in a single word,
Slavery. The institution of human slavery was planted in our
Southern States soon after the first settlement of the country.
It had grown and spread so rapidly, and attained such power,
that very early in the 19th century its influence was felt in
every part of the land. It had become a sort of despotism in
both church and state. No one had the right to question its
legitimacy, and anyone who dared to make the least criticism
of the system was an abolitionist and not to be permitted to
live in the favored South. The friends of slavery were not
content with being let alone. They had always controlled all
parties in politics, and determined at all hazards to continue
to do so. This could be done only by extending the “sacred”
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institution into the new territories. For that purpose the
Mexican War was brought on; in that interest the national
domain extended. Slavery was already established in Texas.
The next step was to take it to the broad, rich plains to the
west of the Missouri. The interests of the slave power were
superior to all others. The new states must yield to its
anthority, whatever the cost of blood or treasure. Even the
North was expected to obey its commands. Amazing as it
may seem at this day, nearly all of the politicians of the
North were afraid to say a word against it. The slave interests
had controlled the nomination and election of every President
for many years, and it was a common saying that, “The Presi-
dent must be either a Southern man, or a Northern man with
Southern principles.”

The first real opposition to the rule of the slave power was
manifested in 1854 in the effort to check the extension of
slavery into the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska. The
North had just begun to realize the danger of further submis-
sion; the arrogance of the Southern politicians was beyond
endurance. The organization of the Republican party followed
in 1855-6. It was pledged to the doctrines: No extension of
slavery and free labor for the new territories. So rapidly did
the movement extend and so popular were these sentiments,
that the young party came surprisingly near carrying the
presidential election in 1856. The slave party was aroused
and the denunciation of everything Northern was heard in
all parts of the South ; all who did not bow down before the god
Slavery were denounced as abolitionists, and threats of seces-
sion soon followed. All departments of the Government were
used to further the ends of slavery. The people of the North
looked upon the threats of the Southern politicians as merely
a means of continuing themselves in power. Very few be-
lieved that the “fire eaters’ could drag their States into actual
hostitities ; no real rebellion was thought possible. However,
the Southern people were rapidly becoming more and more
united in their devotion to the *‘sacred institution™ and the
South was becoming more and more domineering, while public
sentiment in the North was rapidly crystallizing around the
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central ideas of the supremacy of the Union, and of free
thought, free speech and a free press. In the presidential cam-
paign of 1860, the Calhoun-Yancey type of Southern leaders
used all the means in their power to commit the South to
some plan of secession in event a Republican should be elected.
By appeals to passion and prejudice, and in all possible ways
they sought to prepare the Southern mind for such action.
They had determined never to submit to the rule of a Republi-
can President, however fair his election or however large his
majority.

The election of November 6, 1860, insuring the choice of
Abraham Lincoln as President, put them to the test, and the
loyalty of the Southern people as well. While many in the
North sympathized with the South, there were very many
true Union men in the Southland. Excitement ran high in
all the Southern States; the lines were soon drawn, and the
leaders called upon all to show their colors. Those accus-
tomed to ruling North and South alike, as with a rod of iron,
did not stop at the manner of carrying their purpose. In many
localities it was made dangerous for the man who dared to
stand by the Union. As early as December 20, 1860, a little
more than a month after the result was known, South Carolina,
in a convention called for the purpose, passed an ordinance of
secession. Six other states, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana and Texas, quickly followed with similar
action. .

On the 4th of February following, on the invitation of South
Carolina, delegates from these seven states assembled at Mont-
gomery, Ala, to organize a Southern Confederacy. Four
days later a constitution was adopted, and the day following
Jefferson Davis was elected President of the Confederate
States of America, and on the 18th entered upon the duties of
lis office. Thus, the rebellious government was organized
and in operation fourteen days before it was possible for
President Lincoln to perform any official act. Virginia, North
Carolina, Tennessee and Arkansas joined the Confederacy a
little later, being driven into the movement by the leaders
rather than going of the free will of the people. Strong efforts
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were made to carry with them the border-states, Maryland,
Kentucky and Missouri, but without success.

The military spirit prevailed in the South to a much greater
extent than in the North. In the South free schools were un-
known, and academies and private schools afforded the only
means of obtaining an education. This gave the military
academy an excellent field ; the pride of every town and village
was its military company. In some states, as in Virginia, the
entire militia—all able bodied men between 18 and 45—was
enrolled and required to assemble for drill and muster at least
once or twice a year. In the North the free school had dis-
placed the private school and academy, and there was but
little demand for the military school. There were no slaves to
monopolize the labor market and the people regarded labor
as honorable ; the men of the North were occupied at work and
business, and had little time to spare for military matters. It
is therefore not surprising that the Southerners were boastful
of their military superiority; they doubtless really thought
that “one Southern man could whip three Yankees”. The
entire winter following the election of President Lincoln was
occupied throughout the Southern states in promoting the war
spirit. Military companies were organized in every part of the
land, and musters and drills were the regular order of the day.

The War and Navy Departments of the United States
Government encouraged these preparations, their chiefs being
in hearty sympathy with the cause. As far as possible, the
army and navy were so distributed as to be the least hindrance
and of the greatest advantage to the South. The army had
been sent to the far frontier in Texas, New Mexico, Utah and
other parts of the far West, and there were no troops in the
vicinity of the capital. The navy was scattered in distant
parts of the world. 'What munitions of war the nation pos-
sessed were largely in the forts in the Southern states, con-
venient for use by them.

The disloyal states did not wait for the inauguration of the
hated Lincoln, but early in the year, while their friends were in
office, began seizing the forts and military stores within their
borders. About the time that Jefferson Davis was inaugurated
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President of the Confederacy at Montgomery, the Texas
Rangers were taking possession of the United States forts and
arms in that state, most disgracefully surrendered by General
Twigg, the officer in charge. By the 4th of March all the
United States forts and arsenals in the seceding states, except-
ing only Forts Moultrie, Sumter, Pickens and Monroe, had
been seized by the rebels. A majority of the cabinet and
many members of Congress were either avowed secessionists
or in sympathy with the cause. During all these preparations
the people of the North remained passive, hoping that with the
inauguration of Mr. Lincoln the storm would blow over and
the threatened disruption of the country be averted without
the loss of blood. While the South was so active in military
aftairs the North continued in its peaceful pursuits. All hoped
for peace; some advocated peace at any price, saying, “Let
the wayward sisters go.” President Buchanan declared there
was no constitutional authority for coercing the states to re-
main in the Union. In this gloomy condition of the country
Abraham Lincoln entered upon his duties as President, with
firmness for the right, and a quiet determination that the laws
should be enforced. The new President earnestly tried to show
the Southern people that justice would be done them and all
their rights respected.



CHAPTER 1II.

EARLY PART OF THE WAR.

On the 12th of April actual hostilities were begun by the
Confederate forces, under General Beauregard, firing on the
garrison of Fort Sumter, commanded by Maj. Robert Ander-
son. A terrible bombardment followed and in less than two
days the garrison capitulated, leaving the fort in ruins. The
telegraph flashed the news to all parts of the country and the
slumbering patriotism of the North was aroused. Flags went
up over many public and private buildings; public meetings
were held and patriotic addresses delivered., April 15th the
President issued a proclamation calling for 75,000 volunteers
to serve three months. The free states responded with re-
markable promptness, and in a few days thousands of men in
excess of the call offered themselves. Very soon the border-
land was lined with military camps; the military spirit was no
longer confined to the South. An army was soon assembled
in Washington, and in the latter part of May crossed the Poto-
mac and occupied Alexandria, Va. Another force under Gen.
B. F. Butler, occupied Fortress Monroe. About the same time
General McClernand occupied Cario, Ill., and Gen. Nathaniel
Lyon organized a force at St. Louis, Mo.

About June 1st, Gen. T. A. Morris entered West Virginia
with a brigade of Indiana Volunteers, and on the 3d defeated
1,000 Confederates at Philipi. In the latter part of June Maj.
Gen. George B. McClellan assumed command of the army in
West Virginia, and on July 11th a brigade of his force, under
Gen. W. S. Rosecrans, fought the battle of Rich Mountain,
defeating about 1,000 rebels under Colonel Pegram and cap-
turing the remnant of them two days later. These operations
were heralded over the country as great victories, entitling
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General McClellan to the first rank in the command of our
armies. We now know they were little more than skirmishes.
In the meantime General Patterson occupied the vicinity of
Harper’s Ferry with 18,000 men opposed by the distinguished
Confederate leaders, Gens. Joseph E. Johnston and Thomas
J. (Stonewall) Jackson, with a similar force. General Lyon
had driven the rebels from the suburbs of St. Louis to the
southwestern part of the State, and a loyal state government
was established in the place of that under the rebel Gov. C. F.
Jackson. The Confederates had occupied Columbus, Ky., and
the neighboring towns with a strong force under General
Pillow. The Confederate capital had been established at
Richmond, Va., and General Beauregard was assembling a
rebel army in northern Virginia, threatening Washington.

In obedience to the authority of Congress and the Presi-
dent’s call, many thousands of volunteers were marching to
the front. The resources of the Government had been taxed
to their fullest capacity in bringing into the field, equipping
and arming these large bodies of men. It took time to equip
such an army, but to the civilian, McDowell’'s army of 35,000
men seemed to have been wasting time at Alexandria and Ar-
lington. The country ‘was impatient at the slow progress;
politicians and editors thought the war a breakfast spell. In
their view, sixty or ninety days would suffice to bring the rebels
to terms. The cry, “On to Richmond,” was heard on every
hand. The army was composed of raw, undisciplined volun-
teers, many of them three months men whose terms were
about to expire; their officers, with few exceptions, were
equally ignorant of the art of war. Though so poorly prepared
for battle, General McDowell was forced to the front.

He met the enemy under General Beauregard at Bull Run
on July 21st, and a hotly contested battle followed. At one
time Beauregard thought himself defeated and began planning
his retreat, but General Johnston had slipped away from our
General Patterson in the Shenandoah Valley and came to the
relief of the hard pressed Confederates with several thousand
fresh troops. The tide of battle turned and the Union army
was routed. Thus the first considerable battle of the war was a
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disaster to the National arms. The Confederates were greatly
elated and many, who had hesitated, now boldly espoused the
rebel cause. The friends of the Union were at first depressed,
but realizing that a war was upon them, and better appreciating
the magnitude of the undertaking, their patriotism was greatly
stimulated and a new impetus given to the enlistment of men
throughout the North. Congress immediately authorized a
call for 500,000 volunteers, and appropriated $500,000,000 for
their support. “Organize” and “drill” were the watchwords in
all parts of the land. Major-General McClellan was called to
the command of the Army of the Potomac, and with great
pomp and display, he entered upon the difficult task. Being
really a fine organizer and disciplinarian, and having great
resources at his disposal he soon had a magnificent army in
position along the Potomac facing Richmond. The people
shouted, “On to Richmond,” but the daily report for many
months was, “All quiet on the Potomac.”

On the 1oth of August Generals Price and McCullough, hav-
ing resumed the offensive, met Gen. Nathaniel Lyon at Wil-
son’s Creek near Springfield, Mo. A spirited battle followed,
resulting in the defeat of the Union forces and the death of the
gallant General LLyon. The Union army retreated to Rolla and
the victorious rebels reoccupied central Missouri, capturing
Lexington after a gallant defense by Colonel Mulligan. Gen.
John C. Freemont, now in command of the Army of the West,
finally came to the rescue, but not in time to prevent the escape
of the rebels to the southern line of the State.

About, this time Gen. U. S. Grant was beginning to attract
attention. He had shown ability in the organization of the
Illinois Volunteers. He conducted an expedition down the
Mississippi and captured Belmont, nearly opposite Columbus,
Ky., but was compelled to beat a hasty retreat with some loss.
Kentucky reluctantly saw her neutrality slipping away. Gen.
Robert Anderson, in recognition of his services at Fort Sumter,
had been given the command of the Federal army in Kentucky.
Many regiments of Kentucky volunteers were organized to
do valliant work for the Union. At the same time the rebels
were making the most possible of the “dark and bloody
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ground.” Bowling Green and other points in southern Ken-
tucky were occupied, and many dashing young Kentuckians
entered the rebel service. Gen. W. T. Sherman succeeded to
the command of the army in Kentucky, but soon lost it under
the charge of insanity, because he reported that 200,000 men
would be required for a successful campaign. Gen. Don Carlos
Buell then assumed command, with Gen. George H. Thomas
as second. In November Gen. H. W. Halleck succeeded
General Freemont in command of the Western armies, with
headquarters at St. Louis. The year closed with the Union
army numbering 650,000 men, occupying the lines from the
Potomac under McClelian, through northern Virginia, West
Virginia and Kentucky, to the southern line of Missouri.

The opening of 1862 found General McClellan with his
splendid army, lying quietly on the Potomac, where he re-
mained all winter drilling and organizing it. In his front, near
the old Bull Run battle-field, was Joe Johnston with a smaller
force, occupied in a similar manner. Gen. Albert Sydney
Johnston, the most prominent Confederate officer in the West,
was operating in Kentucky with headquarters at Bowling
Green. General Buell in his front, was actively pushing the
enemy. General Garfield defeated a Confederate force under
Humphrey Marshall, at Prestonburg on January 1oth, and
Gen. George H. Thomas on the gth defeated General Zolli-
coffer’s army of about 12,000 men at Mill Spring, Zollicoffer
himself being among the slain.

Early in February General Grant moved up the Tennessee
River with an army of 17,000 men, and on the 6th captured
Fort Henry, and on the 16th compelled the surrender of the
rebel stronghold, Fort Donelson on the Cumberland, with all
its arms and stores and 15,000 men. This compelled General
Johnston to abandon Nashville and take up a new line on the
Memphis & Charleston R. R. and left the Union forces in pos-
session of all of Kentucky and central Tennessee. The Con-
federates were still in possession of New Madrid, Mo., and
Island No. 10, but on March 3d General Pope moved against
them with 20,000 men well equipped. .Supported by Com-
modore Foote and a fleet of gunboats, General Pope suc-
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ceeded in cutting off the retreat of the enemy, and on April
8th captured the entire iorce of 7,000 men. After the capture
of Fort Donelson General Grant moved to the south and took
a position on the Tennessee River near Pittsburg Landing.
General Mitchell, with a division, seized Huntsville, Decatur
and Bridgeport, in Alabama. General Buell was ordered to
support General Grant with 37,000 men from Bowling Green
and Nashville. Gen. A. S. Johnston was at the same time
concentrating a very large Confederate force at Corinth, Miss.,
General Beauregard being second in command.

On April 6th the two armies met at Shiloh Church, or Pitts-
burg Landing, and a desperate struggle, lasting two days, fol-
lowed. General Johnston was killed. The Union forces, badly
beaten on the first day, were greatly strengthened on the
second by the arrival of General Buell’s Army of the Ohio,
and the Confederate troops were forced from the field. The
losses were nearly equal, ten or twelve thousand on each side.
The Confederates, now under Beauregard, retired to Corinth
where a stand was made till the last of May, when that place
also fell into the hands of General Grant. Fort Pillow was
abandoned, Memphis surrendered, and the Mississippi was
opened to the Union fleet nearly to Vicksburg.

The Army of the Potomac had spent many months getting
ready for action, but no event of importance had occurred, ex-
cept the disaster at Ball's Bluff in the latter part of October.
Gen. T. J. Jackson was in command of the Shenandoah Val-
ley, while Gen. Joe Johnston commanded the Army of North-
ern Virginia. General McClellan, still in command of the Army
of the Potomac, early in April transported the flower of his
army to Fortress Monroe and began his celebrated Peninsular
campaign. On May 3d he captured Yorktown, after a siege
lasting a month. The Confederates made their next stand at
Fort Magruder and Williamsburg, inflicting upon us a loss
of two thousand or more men, while they lost nearly as many
and continued their retreat. McClellan continued his march
“on to Riclmond”. Johnston had an army of about go,000
men and McClellan about the same number, but Johnston had
all the advantages of position. On May 31st, Longstreet and
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Hill met McClellan in the battle of Fair Oaks, with much
loss on both sides and little gain to either. A short rest fol-
lowed. General Johuston having been wounded, Gen. R. E.
Lee succeeded to the command of the Confederate armies.
General McClellan was busy reorganizing his forces, while
General Lee strengthened his by calling Stonewall Jackson
from the Shenandoah Valley with 30,000 men. From Jjune
26th to July 2d was fought the seven days battle from Gaine’s
Mill to Malvern Hill. One position after another was taken
by the Confederates, until at the close, our army was back on
the James River below Malvern Hill. The victorious Confed-
erates suffered the greater loss, a total of 18,000 men, while our
loss was about 16,000.

In the latter part of June, 1862, Halleck’s Western army
numbered nearly 150,000 men, the greater part being in the
vicinity of Corinth, while General Mitchell occupied Decatur,
Huntsville and Bridgeport, in Alabama, and General Morgan,
Cumberland Gap, Tenn. All north of these lines was in our
possession. In July General Halleck was called to the supreme
command of the armies at Washington, and General Grant
succeeded to the command of the Armies of the Tennessee and
Mississippi. General Buell had command of the Army of the’
Ohio and General Rosecrans had succeeded General Pope,
who had been transferred to Virginia. In the meantime Beau-
regard and Bragg had an army of over 100,000 men posted
south of Corinth, Vicksburg, Jackson, Chattanooga and Knox-
ville.

Buell attempted a movement on Chattanooga and East Ten-
nessee, but almost before he had started Bragg was moving
northward through Chattanooga with an army of more than
35,000 men, with Louisville on the Ohio as his objective point.
When Buell was advised of Bragg's plans he hastily turned
northward with the hope of intercepting his adversary. The
two movements became a race for the Kentucky metropolis
and it was very doubtful which would reach that point first. In
the meantime Kirby Smith had turned Cumberland Gap and
was marching into central Kentucky. The Confederates had
again become very aggressive both in the East and in the
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West ; in fact, an invasion of the North was seriously threat-
ened. The people of the North began at last to realize that
they were engaged in a great civil war. They had learned by
sad experience to appreciate the strength and bravery of the
armies of the South. Even the politicians who had expected
to suppress the rebellion and conquer the South in ninety days
had, in a measure, come to their senses. A feeling of real
earnestness had taken possession of the people. They had
learned to see the true character of the task before them. Their
patriotism was aroused to the highest degree. The call of
President Lincoln early in July, 1862, for 300,000 volunteers,
quickly followed by a call for 300,000 more, was truly a call to
patriotism. It appealed to the business man, the professional
man, the merchant, the mechanic, the teacher and the farmer.
The idle and adventurous classes who could be induced to go
to war had already gone. The later calls came to men of homes
and families who loved the quiet of their firesides to go forth in
defense of home and country ; to men who had much to sacri-
fice. The answer came quickly and with enthusiasm, and the
cry ran through all the North, “We are coming, Father Abra-
ham, 600,000 strong.” All classes responded and the men
came from the farm, the factory, the office, the schoolroom
and even from the pulpit. Many left lucrative positions and
prosperous business enterprises to accept a place in the ranks
at $13.00 per month. Public meetings were held and patriotic
addresses made in every town and village. The flag tloated
over many public and private buildings. Companies and regi-
ments came forth as by magic. In the midst of their harvests
farmers stopped their machines and laid down their implements
to go to the recruiting rally, and there enlist for “three years
or during the war.” Lawyers left their cases untried, mer-
chants left their customers to be waited on by others, preachers
left their congregations or took them along so far as they
could, to join the Union hosts.



CHAPTER III

ORGANIZATION OF THE 115TH ILLINOIS.

In such times and amid such scenes the 115th Regiment of
Illinois Volunteers began its career. It is hard to tell just
when or where the first steps were taken. Squads and com-
panies were formed in many places at the same time; yet,
probably the real beginning was at a great patriotic rally at
Decatur in July, very soon after the President’s call was issued,
when the city was filled with people from all the surrounding
country. Among those prominent in the movement was Rev.
Jesse H. Moore, then pastor of the First Methodist Church at
Decatur. Nathan W. Tupper, a prominent and popular lawyer
of Decatur, had been urged to take command of a Macon
County regiment, but declined to do so because of a promise
made to his brother when he went to the field in the 41st
INlinois Regiment, that if he should be disabled or slain his
family should be properly supported. This brother having
given up his life for his country, Nathan Tupper felt that his
first duty was to make good that pledge. The citizens then
turned to Mr. Moore and, after much solicitation, he was in-
duced to take the lead in the organization of a regiment. After
agreeing to undertake it he was not slow in entering upon the
work. In the meantime the admirers of Mr. Tupper persisted
in their determination to have him command a regiment; sev-
eral companies then forming preferred him for their colonel.
He was assured by men of means that if he would consent to
their plans, not only his pledge to his brother would be re-
deemed by them, but that if he should be disabled or killed,
they would see that his family was well cared for. The pres-
sure was too great, and Nathan W. Tupper became the colonel
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of the 116th Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, and instead of
one regiment, two were raised. The 116th was for the most
part from Macon County, as were two companies of the 115th.

How our ten companies were drawn together, the writer is
unable to say. They came from eight different counties, and
as many different parts of the state, yet they were composed
of men of the same classes, each company having much in its
composition that was common to all the others. In religion,
the Methodist Church predominated to such an extent that we
were sometimes called the “Second Methodist Regiment,” the
73d Illinois being known as the first. Like the 73d, it was
noted for the number of Methodist preachers on its rolls of
officers and men, there being several of them besides the
colonel.

In nationality the regiment was almost entirely American,
though it contained a few Irishmen and a few Germans. As to
occupation, the farmers were greatly in the lead, though we
had many school teachers, merchants, clerks, mechanics and
shop men. They were men of character and among the best
in their several communities. Though only a few were per-
mitted to fill official positions, there were many men in the
ranks who were capable of filling any position in the regiment.
The several companies were all organized in August, 1862,
most of the men being enlisted between the 6th and zoth of
that month. The following sketches of the organization of the
several companies were compiled from letters and contribu-
tions from members of the various companies, and such other
information as the writer has been able to get. In some cases
the information obtained was very meagre, leaving him to
guess at the facts; he has made the best use of the facts ob-
tainable. If the sketches are not satisfactory to the comrades
they must take the censure.

Company A was organized early in August at Taylorville, Il
Capt. John W, Lapham, Lieut. Arthur C. Bankson, and Lieut.
Jesse Hanon were the leading spirits in the work, though
ably and earnestly assisted by Sergeants Gore, Hammer, Jones
and others. It was mostly made up of the sturdy farmers of
Christian County. The writer regrets that he is unable to give
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the details of the making up of this gallant company and its
transfer to Camp Butler. They have not been furnished to him
and his personal knowledge was limited.

Company B came from the adjoining county of Shelby, and
was recruited about the same time as all the other companies,
in the first half of August. Lieut. George A. Poteet of the 14th
Tilinois Volunteers was home on leave of absence on account
of wounds received at the battle of Shiloh. Having sufficiently
recovered to engage in the recruiting service he obtained au-
thority to raise a company. In this he was efficientlyassisted by
Eleazer Slocum, E. D. Steen, E. K. Schwartz, Finley Behymer
and others, all prominent young men of Shelbyville. On the
oth of August the organization was completed by the election
of George A. Poteet as captain, Eleazer Slocum as first lieu-
tenant, and E. D. Steen second lieutenant. The hext few days
were spent at home getting ready for the long absence. Plans
had been suddenly changed; the school-teacher had to turn
over his charge to the trustees; the farmer must give instruc-
tions as to the disposition of the crops. Who can appreciate
how busy those days were? On the 12th the company re-
assembled at Shelbyville to take the train for Camp Butler.
The city was crowded with the friends of the new soldiers,
come to bid them farewell. The trip to the camp on the San-
gamon River was quickly made ; then came the bustle of draw-
ing camp equipage and setting up tents and fixing for camp
life. The boys had the experience of preparing their own
meals without the convenience of mother’s kitchen and pantry.
A fruit can for a coffee pot, unground coffee without a coffee
mill, and other equally important things lacking, made the
work of the new cook anything but delightful pastime. This
company was given a place near the 73rd Illinois, commanded
by Col. J. F. Jacquess, with the expectation that it would form
a part of that “Preacher Regiment.” Because of some disa-
greements as to its position, the company was soon removed
to another part of the camp, where it soon became the nucleus
of a new regiment that later received the number 115. Very
soon other companies joined it and its history became that of
the regiment.
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Company C was the product of Wabash County and vicinity
down in the valley of the river of that name, nearly opposite
the celebrated Posey County of Indiana. David Williams, a
merchant of Friendsville, had received a commission to raise a
company, and on the 1st of August began the work in great
earnest. In this he had a number of excellent assistants, the
most prominent being John W. Hill of Bridgeport, and Eph-
raim Kingery of Mier. The first three to enlist were S. W.
McConnell, W. J. Litherland and Joseph Shearer, who entered
the lists on the first day. The company gained rapidly from
that on and soon had its full complement. As with the other
companies, C’s men came from the shops, stores, farms, scliools
and college halls, representing the best citizenship in the land.
There could be no truer men nor more loyal citizens. They
were moved by no spasmodic sentiment, but by a deep and fer-
vent love for home and native land. At the request of Captain
Williams the members of the company assembled at Olney on
August 22d and organized, by electing David Williams, of
Triendsville, as captain, Ephraim Kingery of Mier, first lieuten-
ant, and Gideon L. Utter of New Hope, second lieutenant,—
all of Wabash Couuty. But a few days were spent at Olney:
one of them being Sunday the company attended church in a
body and heard an inspiring sermon by the Rev. John Crozier
on the text, “Acquit yourselves like men ; be strong and fight™.
A few days later the company took position with the other com-
panies of the 115th at Camp Butler. Captain Williams was a
well known business man, highly respected for his even temper,
kindness of heart and faithfulness to duty. He naturally won
the confidence and respect of his superiors as well as of his
men. Lieutenant Kingery had been a miller, and though not
so well known, his character was such as to win the esteem
of all who knew him. Lieutenant Utter was the social good fel-
low of the company. Of course it was not long until he was
well known in the regiment.

Company D was made up in an opposite portion of the State,
being mostly recruited in Bainbridge and Frederick Town-
ships in Schuyler County. Rev. Stephen M. Huckstep, Chris-
tian C. Bridgewater, Luther M. Hobart and Seth Farwell were
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the leaders in the work of recruiting the company, each draw-
ing to it a squad or detachment of men, which, when united,
constituted this splendid company. Nearly all were native
Americans and residents of Schuyler County. Nearly all of
them were farmers and as Major Hymer says, “Of the right
kind of material to make good soldiers.”

Their subsequent history proved this to be true. On coming
together for organization, Rev. S. M. Huckstep was chosen
captain, Christian C. Bridgewater, first lieutenant, and Samuel
Hymer, second lieutenant. Hymer was one of the last to join
the company, but he had lived in the county from boyhood,
and was well and favorably known to nearly all the men. He
was greatly surprised at his election, as he had not sought the
piace. Luther M. Hobart, to whom much credit is due for
his work in making up the company, accepted a position as ser-
geant, which he filled with great credit until he was promoted
to be hospital steward. The incidents of recruiting, attending
the rallies, listening to patriotic oratory, parting from friends,
and “starting for the war,” were doubtless much the same as
with other companies. On the 15th of August the company
arrived at Camp Butler and soon became a part of the r15th
Regiment.

Company E, though mainly from Macon County, contained
a number of men from Christian County and a few from other
counties. The company was organized at the village of Macon,
in Macon County, August 13, 1862. The work of recruiting
was commenced nearly two weeks earlier by Rev. John M.
Lane, Joseph Q). Adams and I. H. C. Royse. Hand-bills an-
nounced public meetings at the various school-houses. Mr.
Lane and Mr. Adams both being detained at home most of the
time by private business were thus prevented from taking an
active part in recruiting. For that reason most of the work of
enlisting the men of the company was done by Mr. Royse. A
week of hard work brought a number to the point of enlisting,
and on the 6th of August ten or a dozen were sworn in, Mr.
Royse taking the first place on the list. The numbers rapidly
increased from that on, so that by the 11th sixty names were on
the roll. In the meantime David S. Moffatt and Adam C.
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Allinson, both prominent and wealthy farmers, had recruited
a number of men in their neighborhood, a few miles west and
northwest of Macon. So many squads were forming that it
was impossible for all to make full companies. Fearing that
our company might not easily secure the required number,
an invitation was given the Allinson and Moffatt men to join
us, which was promptly accepted. An election was at once
held, resulting in the choice of the following officers: Captain,
John M. Lane; first lieutenant, David S. Moffatt ; second lieu-
tenant, Adam C. Allinson.

It may not be out of place to explain how it occurred that
the one most active in recruiting the company, and who ad-
vanced the money to pay the expenses, was left without an
office. e had not aspired to any place higher than second
lieutenant, and was not particularly anxious for that. He was
most interested in securing men for the service and freely
gave all his time to that work, without soliciting anyone to
support him for office ; also, he was a comparative stranger to
most of the men, while Moffatt and Allinson were old settlers,
and well known to nearly all. 'While he was busy making out
enlistment papers, they were around shaking hands with the
boys. Naturally they had the lead, and seeing it, he declined
to be a candidate.

On the 2oth the ladies of Macon presented the compary a
beautiful flag, Miss Sarah Coltra making the presentation
speech, to which Captain-Lane responded on behalf of the
company. Col. J. H. Moore and Capt. J. S. Post, of Decatur,
were present and made patriotic addresses. A vote being
taken, it was unanimously decided that the company should ask
to be attached to Colonel Moore’s regiment, the 115th. On
the 25th orders came 1equiring us to report at once at Camp
Butler. The time for “good-bye” to mothers, wives, sweet-
hearts and friends had come. Many of them were at the station
to see the boys off. It was easy to talk of going to the war in
the excitement of the recruiting and shouting for the flag, but
the farewells were not so easily said. The stoutest hearts were
affected and tears flowed freely. A short run of ten miles on
the Illinois Central Railroad brought us to Decatur and thirty-
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five miles more on the old Great Western, now the Wabash
Railway, brought us to Camp Butler.

Company E was not greatly different from the other com-
panies, so that the following analysis of that company will
apply as well to most of the others. Thirty-three were mar-
ried and seventy unmarried. In age, five were from sixteen
to seventeen ; thirty-two from eighteen to twenty; twenty-two
from twenty-one to twenty-four; twenty-five from twenty-five
to twenty-nine ; twelve fromthirty tothirty-four ; five from thir-
ty-five to thirty-nine ; one forty and one forty-eight years old.
In nativity, twenty-five were of Illinois ; twenty-five of Indiana;
sixteen of Ohio; eleven of Tennessee; eight of Pennsylvania;
four of New York; three of Virginia; three of Kentucky; and
one each of Vermont, Maryland, North Carolina and Switzer-
land. Thus, all were Americans but one. In occupation, Cap-
tain Lane was a Methodist preacher; J. Q). Adams was a local
(Methodist) preacher; Daniel H. Prettyman was a Christian
preacher; John H. Breeden was a lawyer, perhaps the only
one in the regiment; J. F. Hedges, James M. Martin, Fred-
erick S. Gilhousen, Joseph R. Edmonds, I. H. C. Royse, and
several others, had taught school, though designated as
farmers.

Company F was the result of the union of two companies,
each too small to muster alone. One of these was made up at
Decatur and the other at Ramsey. Capt. F. L. Hays was the
moving spirit in the Decatur company, and one Captain Rich-
mond of the other. The recruiting scenes were much the same
as in the other companies. Mustering meetings were held,
and the fife and drum made to do service; these meetings
usually resulted in a number of new accessions. The Decatur
squad, still too few in number to pass muster as a company,
chose Frank L. Hays as captain, and on the 26th of August
went into camp at Camp Butler. Captain Richmond's wing,
recruited about the same time, was more pretentious. It had
more men than the other and elected a full complement of
officers, and went into camp about the same time as the De-
catur company. There was soon much dissatisfaction with
Captain Richmond. Charles H. Griffith, afterwards captain,
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led the opposition. Captain Richmond soon found he was not
sure of his position, and concluding that discretion was the
better part of valor he quietly went home, followed by a
number of his friends. A consolidation was then easily effected
with the Decatur boys. A new election was held, resulting in
the choice of Frank L. Hays of Decatur as captain, James
Smith of Montgomery County, first lieutenant, and Matthew
Freeman of Shelby County, second lieutenant; the two latter
were of the original Ramsey company. Thus Company F was
finally permanently organized. Captain Hays had been a
member of a military company in Ohio when a boy; he had
some experience and much military spirit and at once led the
company to a prominent place in the regiment. A strong effort
had been made to have the Hays squad join the 116th, but
the 115th was finally selected as their choice.

Company G was organized at Shelbyville, where Capt. S.
Barlow Espy, then a merchant of Shelbyville, opened a re-
cruiting office in his store early in August, and from that time
forward vigorously pushed the work till the organization was
completed. Very soon Captain Espy had more than fifty
names on his roll. In the meantime several other gentlemen
began recruiting, one J. L. Douthit and one Henry Sutton
taking an active part, without entering the service themselves.
John W. Dove, John M. Baker and several others actively as-
sisted in the recruiting service, resulting in enrolling several
squads, all of which several attempts at forming companies
were consolidated with Captain Espy’s company. On the 15th
of August an election was held, resulting in the choice of the
following officers: Captain, S. Barlow Espy; first lieutenant,
John W. Dove; second lieutenant, John M. Baker; orderly
sergeant, Gilman M. Sturtevant; duty sergeants, Richard B.
Smith, Benj. E. Sutton, Oliver H. Durand and William W.
Hall. About the 2oth of August the company received orders
to report at Camp Butler, near Springfield. The company was
promptly assembled at Shelbyville, and the farewells to friends
were given. Many tears gave evidence of the sadness of part-
ing with wives, sweethearts and friends, but patriotic duty
called, and soon the company was moving as rapidly as the
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railway could take it to the rendezvous. On arriving at Camp
Butler, the company was assigned to Col. J. H. Moore’s regi-
ment, and went into camp with the other companies.

Company H was organized at Delavan in Tazewell County,
inn the early part of August. It was composed of about the
same material as the other companies. It was the work of a
number of patriotic citizens, Henry Pratt, Silas Parker, John
Reardon, Joseph J. Slaughter and Stephen K. Hatfield being
most conspicuous. Finding it difficult to fill the company to
the maximum, they started to Springfield on the 14th of
August with only 67 men, with the hope that others would be
added. Common farm wagons furnished the transportation
to Atlanta, where they took the train for Springfield. Thence
to Camp Butler the journey was made as best they could, most
of them going on foot. The boys of the 73d recruited from the
same locality gave them a warm welcome and quarters for the
night. Within a few days several recruits were added, making
73 in all.  On the 23d an election was held, resulting in the
choice of the following officers: Captain, Henry Pratt; first
lieutenant, Silas Parker; second lieutenant, John Reardon.
On September 3d the ladies of Delavan presented the com-
pany a fine silk flag and a splendid supper, which were accom-
panied with speeches and much general merriment. When the
time for mustering in the regiment came, the company was
still short of the required number of men. Being unable to
recruit the men without too much delay, the colonel hit upon
the expedient of borrowing men for Company H from other
companies. By this means, the company carried on its rolls
several men who really belonged to other companies in every
way but the matter of legal muster.

Company I was also the result of the union of two squads.
Capt. William Kinman, already a hero of three wars, assisted
by James A. Rutherford and others, recruited part of a com-
pany at Jacksonville and even elected officers: William Kin-
man, captain; James A. Rutherford, first lieutenant, and Cyrus
L. Kinman, second lieutenant. This company numbered 65
men, too few to muster. At the same time another company
was being formed at Meredosia, in the same county, by Simon
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P. Newman and others. It also being too small, the squads
were brought together with the understanding that the Mere-
dosia squad should name the captain and the first lieutenant,
and the Jacksonville contingent the second lieutenant, Captain
‘Kinman taking the chances for a field office, while Lieutenant
Rutherford was expected to take thirty men from the Jack-
sonville squad and join the 101st regiment, in which he was
expected to be first lieutenant. This plan was only partly car-
ried out. Simon P. Newman was made captain; James S.
Samuels, first lieutenant, and Cyrus L. Kinman, second lieu-
tenant ; but for some reason Lieutenant Rutherford refused to
go to the 101st, and declared he would rather remain in the
company, even as a private. However, about thirty of the
Jacksonville party withdrew from the company and went to
the roist regiment. When once organized, the company was
ready for the rendezvous and at once took the train for Camp
Butler, where it was assigned to the 115th regiment.
Company K came from Menard and Sangamon Counties,
but was organized at Athens. The details of its organization
have not been furnished and hence but few particulars can be
given. James Steele of Athens was chosen captain, Sylvester
M. Bailey of Salisbury, first lieutenant, and Philip Riley of
Springfield, second lieutenant. These officers were probably
most active in bringing the company together, and should
have the credit. Though largely composed of Americans,
Company K had a number of Irishmen or men of Irish descent.
Camp Butler was situated in the woods near the Sangamon
River, on the line of the Great Western (now the Wabash)
Railway, about five or six miiles east of Springfield. It was the
most important of the camps of rendezvous for the Illinois
Volunteers and was a busy place nearly all through the war.
There were a few rough frame buildings used for the storage
of camp and garrison equipage and army supplies, but the
troops were sheltered in tents. At the time the companies of
the 115th reached the camp a considerable number of regi-
ments were already there; among them the 73d, 82d, gist
and 1o7th that are now remembered. They were all there for
the same purpose as ourselves, that of organization, equipment
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and discipline. Some were almost ready for the field, others
had just arrived and more were coming. The 73d left for
Kentucky soon after our arrival.

The work of organizing and equipping our regiment was
pushed with great vigor. Each day brought something new.
The officers were supplied with wall tents with a fly, or double
roof, that made quite a comiortable home as well as office for
them. The men had bell tents or wedge tents, the former
large enough to hold ten or twelve men, while the latter would
furnish room for from four to six men. A very complete outfit
ot camp kettles, pans, cups, tin plates, etc., was issued to the
several companies. The officers usually employed a cook, who
rigged up a kitchen in the rear of the officers’ tent, and pre-
pared such meals for them as they were able or pleased to buy
supplies for. It should be understood that officers of the army
are expected to furnish their own outfit, excepting tents, and
also to provide their table with provisions and other sup-
plies. They furnish their living, but are allowed to draw com-
mutation of rations. The enlisted men have no such privileges,
but draw rations in kind. The companies were divided into
messes of such number each as seemed desirable, ranging from
four or five to twelve or fifteen men to the mess. The rations
were drawn by the orderly (or first) sergeant and distributed
to the several messes. At the beginning some of the com-
panies employed a company cook who prepared meals for the
entire company, all living in common. That method did not
last long, however, as it was found inconvenient except in per-
manent camp. In the messes the cooking was usually done by
the men, each taking his turn at that service.

Drilling was the daily occupation. The awkward squad
could be seen at all hours of the day, in every direction, making
a desperate effort to learn the position of a soldier, the manual
of arms and the various movements of the company. Usually
a portion of each day was given to company drill and another
to battalion drill. The colonel, having had no military ex-
perience, contented himself with the executive work pertaining
to the command of the regiment, and left the work of drilling
the regiment entirely to Lieutenant-Colonel Kinman and Ma-
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jor Poteet, the former having had experience in the Black
Hawk and Mexican Wars, and the latter having served more
than a year in the 14th Illinois Volunteers.

The several companies being fully organized and in their
proper place in camp, on the 26th day of August the regiment
was organized by the selection of the following-officers: Col-
onel, Jesse H. Moore, of Decatur; lieutenant-colonel, William
Kinman, of Jacksonville; major, George A. Poteet, of Shelby-
ville; adjutant, John H. Woods, of Alton; quartermaster,
Benj. F. Farley, of Athens; surgeon, Enoch W. Moore, of
Decatur; first assistant surgeon, Nelson G. Blalock, of Mt.
Zion; second assistant surgeon, James A. Jones, of Delavan;
chaplain, Arthur Bradshaw, of Decatur.

The colonel, lieutenant-colonel and major were elected by
the commissioned officers of the regiment, in the same man-
ner that the company officers were elected by the men of the
scveral companies. The staff officers were nominated or rec-
ommended by the colonel, and together with all the other
officers of the regiment, received their commissions from the
governor. After the first organization of the regiment, elec-
tions were rarely held, vacancies being filled by appointment
and commission by the governor, usually on the recommenda-
tion of the colonel. The rule in Illinois was that promotions
were made within the company and regiment, taking the next
in rank, unless for some cause, one lower in rank was recom-
mended by the colonel or selected by the governor. Promo-
tions were rarely, if ever, made from one company to another,
or from one regiment to another, so the ambitious company
officer; was compelled to wait till a vacancy occurred in his own
company. In that way it frequently occurred that a capable,
deserving officer remained in the same position throughout
his service, simply because the officer next above him would
not die, get killed, or resign, and was unable to secure promo-
tion. The promotion of Captain Poteet to be major left a
vacancy in the captaincy of Company B, which was promptly
filled by the promotion of Lieut. Eleazer Slocum. At the same
time Lieut. Erasmus D. Steen was promoted to the first lieu-
tecnancy and John Beauchamp to the second lieutenancy.
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These changes occuring before muster, they all appeared on
the rolls as original officers of the company. The following
non-commissioned officers of the regiment were appointed by
the colonel: Sergeant-major, Wood W. Peddecord, of De-
catur ; quartermaster sergeant, Charles W. Jerome, of Shelby-
ville; commissary sergeant, Allen Litsenberger, of Decatur;
hospital steward, Addison C. Douglass, of Macon; principal
musicians, W. H. Kolp, James T. Roberts.

While in Camp Butler many of the married men and others
having important business were granted furloughs to go home
and visit their families and adjust their business affairs for the
long absence. Others went home because of sickness, some of
whom died, and a few others were never able to return to
service. Sundays were much occupied in receiving visitors
from home. The visitors generally brought well filled baskets,
making many of the boys glad to see the good things prepared
by their mothers and sisters. One of the most exciting scenes
at Camp Butler was a little battle between the men of the
82d regiment, composed almost entirely of Germans, and
commanded by that gallant German, Col. Fred Hecker, and
those of the g1st regiment, as exclusively made up of Ameri-
cans and commanded by Colonel Day. The Germanus resented
some fancied insult of the Americans, whether from too much
bad beer or an excess of regimental pride, we shall not attempt
to decide. A pitched battle followed, resulting, however, in
no serious loss to either party, as it was soon quelled by the
camp commander and his provost guards, consisting of three
ccmpanies of Missouri three months men.

The regiment was formally mustered into the United States .
service for “three years or during the war,” on the 13th of
September, by Lieut. Ferd. E. de Courccy of the regular army.
This was done by calling the regiment into line and publicly
administering the oath of service to the entire regiment. Pre-
viously “muster-in rolls” of the several companies had been
prepared in triplicate. These were on large sheets of paper
about twenty by thirty inches and gave the name, rank, place of
residence, age, occupation and much other information per-
taining to each of the men of the several companies, and were
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certified to by the mustering officer. One copy of these rolls
was sent to the adjutant-general of the army, at Washington,
and became the basis of the permanent record of the regiment
that is kept in that office ; another copy was filed with the adju-
tant-general of the State of Illinois for the State record. Pre-
vious to this mustering we had all been sworn into the service
on our enlistment. After the “muster in” we were fully in-
ducted into the services of the United States, and subject to
go wherever the President might order. The daily drills were
continued, uniforms were issued to the men, and the officers
were equipped in regulation style at their own expense. At
last the regiment was armed, but with the most clumsy musket
known to the service, the old Remington rifle of .69 caliber,
which was carried till after the battle of Chickamauga.



CHAPTER 1IV.

THE JOURNEY TO RICHMOND, KY.

While the 115th was engaged in preparation for the service,
important military operations were going on, both in the East
and in the West. General Grant was pushing his first cam-
paign against Vicksburg. General Pope had been assigned to
the command of the Army of Virginia, operating against
Stonewall Jackson, in the valley of the Shenandoah, while
General McClellan, reduced to the command of the Army of
the Potomac by the assignment of Halleck to the command
of all the armies, instead of threatening Richmond, had been
giving all his attention to the defense of the National capital.
Numerous battles had been fought along the Virginia fron-
tier; Lee had made his first attempt at Northern invasion
and had been turned back by the desperate struggle at Antig-
tam on the 16th and 17th of September, in which there was a
loss of 10,000 on each side. McClellan, so long the idol of
the army, had fallen in popular estimation and about that time
was superseded by Gen. A. E. Burnsides. Washington was
still confronted by a powerful Confederate army and no sub-
stantial progress had been made in the effort to relieve the
capital of the constant menace. The war had grown to great
proportions, and in the South almost every able-bodied man
had been forced into the service.

As General Buell moved northward, the whole of Tennessee,
south and east of Nashville, was abandoned. A single divis-
ion was left for thé defense of the State capital, and by forced
marches General Buell rapidly brought the rest of his army to
the vicinity of Louisville. Bragg had made a triumphant
march through Tennessee and Kentucky. The garrison at
Munfordville, under General Johnson, had been captured and
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the Confederates were hopeful of crossing the Ohio River.
As a part of the general movement, Generals Price and Van
Dorn, with a considerable force of Confederates, were making
a demonstration against Grant and Rosecrans in the neigh-
borhood of Corinth, to prevent them from reenforcing Buell.
Gens. John H. Morgan and N. B. Forrest, with their cavalry
divisions, were ranging through southern and central Ken-
tucky, gathering up horses and supplies and everywhere haras-
sing the Union forces in every possible manner.

The strong post at Cumberland Gap, under command of
Gen. George W. Morgan, was besieged by General Steven-
son’s division of Confederates, while Gen. E. Kirby Smith
with a force of about 16,000 infantry, cavalry and artillery
passed by and moved rapidly in the direction of Richmond
and Lexington. General Morgan failing to provoke General
Stevenson to battle, and finding his supply of forage and ra-
tions failing, on the 14th of August abandoned the place after
destroying all Government property that could not be moved.
In order to avoid Kirby Smith’s forces, he retreated into
northeastern Kentucky to Grayson and Greenupsburg.

The department of the Ohio had recently been formed, in-
cluding the States of Ohio, Indiana and a part of Kentucky,
under command of Maj.-Gen. H. G. Wright, and Maj.-Gen.
William Nelson had been placed in command of the forces in
central Kentucky. The troops under his command were
mostly new regiments hastily collected. Many of them had
never been drilled as such, and the officers were mostly with-
out military experience. Three brigades of such troops, com-
manded by Brig.-Gens. M. D. Manson, Charles Cruft and
J. F. Jackson were concentrated in the vicinity of Lexington
and Richmond. On the 29th of August, General Manson
in command of this force met the advance of Gen. Kirby
Smith’s army at Rogersvillle, six or eight miles south of Rich-
mond. A short skirmish ensued, followed by a fierce assault
the next day, which was too much for General Manson’s raw
troops. He was compelled to fall back to Richmond, con-
tinuing the fight in his retreat; a brief stand was made at the
cemetery, but the superior forces of the enemy soon drove
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the Union Army on through the town and over the Ken-
tucky River without any further effort at resistance. There
being no opposition, Gen. Kirby Smith moved rapidly through
the blue-grass region, the pride of Kentucky; Lexington,
Paris and other towns were occupied and soon his advance
was within sight of Cincinnati. The boldness of his move-
ments and the near approach to the Ohio, even threatening
so important a place as Cincinnati then was, caused the great-
est excitement throughout the Northwest. The cities of Cin-
cinnai and Louisville were in wildest alarm. For the defense
of these cities a provisional army of recruits, citizens, soldiers
and new regiments was hastily assembled under Gens. A. J.
Smith, Lew Wallace and Gordon Granger.

The 115th was ready for service and was needed in Ken-
tucky. On the 4th of October the order came to break camp
and hasten to the front. The packing was quickly done and our
camp and garrison equipage was soon on board the cars. The
natural route was by the Wabash Railway to Lafayette, Ind,,
and thence direct to Cincinnati, but that road had more work
transporting troops than it could well do and hence had no
cars for us. We were thus compelled to take the Chicago &
Alton Railroad and make the circuit via Alton and thence
by the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railway through
Terre Haute and Indianapolis. It was after midnight when
our train of thirty freight cars, loaded inside and on top with
bluecoats, moved off toward the southwest. At daylight we
were passing through the fertile prairies of Macoupin County
and at 10 o'clock were at Alton. A short stop and a hasty
breakfast from our haversacks, and we were soon on the way
eastward. Necessarily our progress was slow when compared
with the speed of modern express trains. There was more to
be seen from the top of the cars and many were venturesome
enough to ride there; this was a dangerous thing to do, as
became painfully evident that day when our first accident oc-
curred. One of the boys, perhaps not more careless but more
unfortunate than the rest, fell from the top of a car, crushing
his right leg so that it was amputated when we reached Shel-
byville. Here Companies B and G were at-home and had a
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pleasant visit with friends. A bountiful dinner had been pre-
pared for them, which they were then in condition to enjoy in
the highest degree. .

We passed Terre Haute at midnight and at 8 o’clock the
morning of the 6th arrived at Indianapolis, where we were
most hospitably treated by the citizens. To say that we were
tired and hungry is putting it mildly. As soon as the train
reached the siding of the (now) Big Four railroad, just east
oi Virginia Avenue, the boys hurried out to find something to
eat, at bakeries and restaurants, but none were near. The
people living in the vicinity quickly apprecidted the situation
and without formality took the strangers into their homes, and
soon the whole regiment of nearly a thousand men were given
a hearty breakfast. The entire neighborhood took part in
this generous hospitality, everyone within reach seeming anx-
tous to help. The heartiness of the reception gave us all an
excellent opinion of Indianapolis, and it was long remem-
bered and talked of. Soon after breakfast the journey was
resumed via the Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad (now the
Big Four) and without special incident Cincinnati was reached
at 5 p. m. The time had now come to sling knapsacks and
take up the real march. Those knapsacks were not mere tri-
fles either; they were large and capable of great expansion
and were well filled with all sorts of articles, supposed by kind
friends to be useful in soldier life, but which we soon found a
great burden. The knapsack, with blanket and rubber poncho
strapped on top, together with cartridge box, ammunition,
gun and trappings, weighed from forty to sixty pounds to
the man.

From the depot we marched up Third Street, perhaps a mile,
to Walnut Street, and thence across the Ohio River on a pon-
toon bridge constructed of coal barges, to Covington. March-
ing through the principal streets of that city and out on the
high ridge in its southern borders, our company found a place
for bivouac on the side of a hill in dust and dirt too deep for
any use that we could think of. We were already loaded with
the dust from the streets through which we had marched and
so took the camp ground without complaint. The citizens of
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Cincinnati and Covington had gone through such a terrible
fright that they were delighted to see reenforcements, and
thronged the streets as we passed, giving us the most hearty
expressions of welcome.

The art of living in camphad not yet been learned. Ourcamp
equipage had not arrived. Neither food nor water was to be
found, and the only thing left for us to do that night was to go
supperless to bed, if the place we had to lie on could be so
called. That was a pretty rough beginning, but quite passa-
ble in comparison with what was before us. Tired boys can
sieep under great difficulties and we slept soundly that night.
The next day a camp was selected for us on pleasant, sloping
ground near the Licking River, and here we remained twelve
days making active preparations for field operations. The
scare was already over. Gen. Kirby Smith had changed his
mind, if he ever intended attacking the place. After gathering
up all the serviceable horses the country afforded and such
other supplies as he could take with him, he moved off south-
ward to join the forces of General Bragg.

General Buell having secured large accessions to his army
from the new regiments pouring in from Indiana, Illinois, Wis-
consin and Michigan, and thinking himself ready for offen-
sive operations, began his advance on General Bragg Octo-
ber 1st. General Bragg’s army was then in the vicinity of
Bardstown. Soon after leaving Louisville, the several divis-
ions of Buell’s army began to meet the enemy’s skirmishers,
but no serious opposition was met till near Perrysville. The
battle of Perrysville followed on the 7th and 8th of October,
in which much severe fighting occurred, with a loss of 4,000
on each side in killed, wounded and captured. The Confed-
erates retired during the night following, leaving, their dead
and wounded on the field. Bragg took up his retreat into
Tennessee, the principal part of his army passing out through
the Cumberland Gap and down through East Tennessee.
General Bragg first made his headquarters at Morristown and
then at Chattanooga and finally at Murfreesboro, where his
army was concentrated in the latter part of November. After
following Bragg through Danville and Lebanon to Crab
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Orchard, General Buell’s army gave up the pursuit and con-
centrated near Bowling Green, with the view of preventing
any movement of the enemy on Nashville.

While at Covington our regiment was given daily drills.
The awkward squad was coming to be less in evidence, and
the soldierly movements of the companies more common.
The practicing of the piano student may be a great nuisance
to her neighbors, but it is nothing compared with the noise and
racket made by our musicians practicing on the bugle, fife and
drum. The most discordant notes were heard in every direc-
tion and at all times of the day, until silenced at night by
the sound of taps. The quartermaster’'s department was ex-
ceedingly busy at that time; wagons, teams and all other
necessary equipments for a campaign were issued to the regi-
ment.

In the meantime the Army of Kentucky had been formed
of the troops in that part of the State, and Maj.-Gen. Gordon
Granger placed in command. On the 18th orders came to
prepare for the march. It was our first movement of the sort,
and with our immense stock of camp and garrison equipage
and our want of experience, it took a long time to pack and
get our outfits loaded. Each company had its own wagon, and
the regimental headquarters three or four. Our regiment
then numbered nearly a thousand men, so that when on the
road in line of march, followed by our dozen or fifteen wagons,
it made quite an imposing procession. Although the orders
came early in the day, it was nearly sundown when we got
under way. We proceeded through the outskirts of Coving-
ton to the Lexington pike, and thence south on that splendid
road a distance of five or six miles, where we turned into a
field and made camp for the night. It was then nine or ten
o'clock, and little time was lost in preparing camp, all being
soon in the forgetfulness of sleep. The night was warm and
pleasant and all enjoyed a good night’s rest. In honor of our
colonel, the place was named Camp Moore.

Early on the morning of the 19th the camp was aroused by
the shrill notes of the bugle. Although it was Sunday, the
march was to be resumed, and we soon learned that Sunday
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was the same as any other day while on march or campaign;
the day was never allowed to interfere with what the com-
mander deemed necessry in military operations. War is a
“work of necessity,” and the march, campaign and battle went
on regardless of the sacred day. That Sabbath day’s journey
was a distance of eleven or twelve miles over the dry dusty
pike. It was a pleasant day, but with our heavy loads all
were quite tired when we turned into camp in a beautiful
woods pasture that Gen. Kirby Smith and his Confederates
had occupied for the same purpose but a little more than two
weeks before. We called the place Camp Kinman, in honor
of our Lieut.-Col. William Kinman. A strange flag having
been seen in the neighborhood, two companies were sent out
to reconnoiter, but returned without finding any rebels. In
that early part of our soldier experience it was supposed neces-
sary to pitch tents every night, and if there was any straw or
hay in the neighborhood it was brought into service as
bedding. As we were in loyal Kentucky, great care was taken
that none but the “top rails” were taken as fuel.

Early on the 2oth the journey was continued on the Lex-
ington pike as far as the village of Crittenden, and thence
by a common country road in a southeasterly direction to-
wards Falmouth, on the Kentucky Central Railroad. This
was a very hard march; the road was over hills and hollows,
and very dusty, and the country through which we passed was
almost destitute of water, because of the long drought that
had prevailed. Many of the men became footsore and lame;
some hired wagons to haul their knapsacks and other luggage.
A large number straggled behind, too lame and tired to keep
up with the regiment. After eighteen miles of such march-
ing, all were glad to turn into a field near a little creek for
the night. The day was not without relief in the way of
amusing incidents, however. In the course of the march
some of the boys observed some peach trees of a late variety,
then laden with ripe fruit. It did not require orders to take
them into the field, and soon many pockets and haversacks
were well filled. Major Poteet, seeing the breach of discipline,
yelled in loud, sharp tones, “Out of that,” which made the
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timid ones scamper at a lively rate, while in a lower tone the
major called to those nearest him, “Bring me some,” a cause
of great merriment for those who heard it. Others, thinking
we were already in the enemy’s country and that there was no
harm in “pressing into the service” such of his property as
could be made useful, extended their operations much farther
than the peach fields. Following out this idea, a squad
brought in about twenty head of fat cattle and as many sheep
for a change of diet, and several horses for pack service. Colo-
nel Moore was not ready for such warfare, and as soon as
made aware of their doings, placed six of the bovs under arrest
and restored all the property to its owners.

Early the next morning the march was resumed. The
weight of the knapsacks, guns and accouterments seemed
greater than ever. All were disposed to lighten the load ; every-
one tried to makethe march lesswearisome,but as the daywore
on the loads only seemed heavier and the feet more tender.
It was a great relief when we went into camp about four o’clock
at Falmouth. We there found about 7,000 men in camp, under
command of Maj.-Gen. Gordon Granger. Two days were
spent at this place resting our sore feet and weary limbs.
While at Falmouth, Dr. James A. Jones, our second assistant
surgeon, first joined the regiment, he having been commis-
sioned after we left for the field.

On the 24th the march was continued toward Lexington.
The roads were as dusty and over as dry and hilly a country

- as before, yet the day’s march covered a distance of eighteen
miles, and night overtook us at Robinson’s Station, on the
Licking River. Several of our men had been left at Falmouth
in the hospital, sick from overexertion. The ladies of the
place, learning that the hospital was short of supplies and that
the sick were in need, came to their relief with the best the
town could supply. The next day we made a shorter march;
about four o’clock in the afternoon it began to rain and we
went into camp adjoining the town of Cynthiana. The boys
had by this time learned somewhat how to adapt themselves
to circumstances. As soon as arms were stacked, all went to
work with a will to make ready for the night—some pitching
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tents, others bringing water or making fires, while others
brought straw from friendly stacks in the vicinity. Very soon
all were in shelter, comfortably quartered and ready for a
good night’s rest.

The rain turned to snow in the night, and on the morning
of the 26th we found the ground covered to a depth of three or
four inches. It was Sunday again, but not a day of rest for
us. The snow delayed our movements and it was nine o’clock
before we got fairly started on the road. And such a road!
The snow melting and being tramped into the dust soon made
mud shoe-top deep. This was perhaps the most slavish day’s
march of all our term of service. We were under Uncle Sam'’s
orders and could not lie by, either for Sunday or for muddy
roads. Long before night many of us were so fatigued that
each mile seemed the last that it would be possible to travel;
vet, hoping each succeeding mile would end the day’s journey,
new courage was gained to make it. Toward night the skies
cleared and it turned freezing cold. We continued the tramp
until about 8 p. m., when we went into camp in some fields
near Paris. It was quite dark and all of us were entirely igno-
rant of our surroundings. In spite of the difficulties, bright
fires were soon burning, water had been found, the kettles
were steaming with coffee and plenty of straw had been secured
for bedding.

The next morning, October 27th, was cool and clear. About
eight o’clock we took up the line of march, with every indica-
tion of a full day’s work ahead of us, and the possibility of
reaching Lexington by evening. Instead of that we had a
lesson in the uncertainties of military operations. It was a
common experience that we were to remain in camp when
we expected to move forward; and when we had fixed up
camp for a comfortable stay of months or for winter quarters,
we immediately received orders to go. The result was the
bovs soon learned to be ready for whatever might happen.
The march would begin with entire uncertainty as to whether
for a few miles or for many. When the army went into camp
all went to work with great vigor to make the place comforta-
ble, taking as much interest in fixing up as if orders had been
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received to locate for the season, the chances being quite as
great, so far as the rank and file knew, for a march the same
night or the next day as for any more definite stay.

On the morning referred to we moved off with as much
spirit as at any time in our soldier career. We soon reached
the city of Paris, marched through it and beyond, a distance
of about two miles. Then the army was halted and put into
camp in the adjacent woods pasture, for which this part of
Kentucky is famous. The farmers of this blue-grass region
had done much for the army by making beautiful camp
grounds. Nearly all the woodland in that part of the State had
been enclosed, cleared of all underbrush and well set in blue
grass. These pastures, studded with fine old walnut, poplar
and sugar maple trees and well watered by lasting springs,
were like great parks inviting us to enter and be comfortable.
It should be said, also, that the Kentucky farmers usually
treated us with genuine hospitality. They somewhat ob-
jected to the habit the boys had of taking the “top rail” off
their fences, and the liberties some took with their poultry
vards and beehives, but did not seem disposed to make much
trouble about it. .

There was one interest, however, that was more sacred to
them, and with which they did not want any interference.
That was their pet institution, slavery. If anyone attempted to
disturb the relation of the slaves to their masters it was sure
to raise a pretty big row. Our regiment had its first experi-
ence of that sort on the march from Robinson Station to
Cynthiana. A fine-looking slave boy came into our lines
seeking his liberty. He met real friends in Captain Steele of
Company K, Sergeant Sloane of Company E and other ardent
abolitionists of the regiment. They kept the boy in hiding
for some time, while his master was scouring the country in
his efforts to recover his property. It is probable that his
efforts were in vain, for that boy was making himself useful
to the Yankees the last we heard of him,

On the 28th we moved forward again and about 3 p. m.
reached Lexington. We marched through some of the prin-
cipal streets to the Georgetown pike, and out on that road
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about three or four miles to the little village of Sandersville,
where we went into camp and remained until the 13th of No-
vember. The time was spent in drilling and organizing the
troops, nearly all new regiments like our own. General orders
required us to drill ive hours a day. On October 31st we
had our first “muster for pay”; that is, complete pay rolls of
the several companies were made, very much like the original
“muster in” rolls but with columns showing when last paid,
amount to be deducted on account of clothing and balance due
each soldier, and a column on the right for the signature of
the soldier receiving the pay and tliec name of a company
officer for witness. These pay rolls were made every two
months, and the operation called “mustering for pay.” How-
ever, because of scarcity of funds, we were not paid until long
afterward.

The organization of the Army of Kentucky was completed
during our stay at Sandersville, as follows:

ARMY OF KENTUCKY.

Maj.-Gen. Gordon Granger, Commanding.

FIRST DIVISION.
Brig.-Gen. A. J. Smith, Commanding.

FIRST BRIGADE. SECOND BRIGADE.
Brig.-Gen. S. G. Burbridge, Com- Col. W. J. Landrum, Command-
manding. ing.
83d Ohio Infantry. 77th Illinois Infantry.
g6th Ohio Infantry. g7th Illinois Infantry.
118th Ohio Infantry. 108th Illinois Infantry.
23d Wisconsin Infantry. 19th Kentucky Infantry.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig.-Gen. Q. A. Gilmore, Commanding.

FIRST BRIGADE. SECOND BRIGADE.,
Brig.-Gen. G. C. Smith, Command- Col. S. A, Gilbert, Commanding.
ing. 44th Ohio Infantry.
112th Illinois Infantry. 1ooth Ohio Infantry.
18th Michigan Infantry. 103d Ohio Infantry.
22d Michigan Infantry. 104th Ohio Infantry.

45th Ohio Infantry.
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THIRD DIVISION.

Brig.-Gen. Absalom Baird, Commanding.

FIRST BRIGADE. SECOND BRIGADE.
Col. John Coburn, Commanding. Col. P. T. Swayne, Commanding.
33d Indiana Infantry. 92d Illinois Infantry.
8sth Indiana Infantry. 96th Illinois Infantry.
19th Michigan Infantry. 115th Illinois Infantry.
22d Wisconsin Infantry. 14th Kentucky Infantry.

In addition to these twenty-four regiments, the Army of
Kentucky contained many new regiments not yet assigned to
any brigade or division. Besides the company and battalion
drills there were occasional brigade drills to familiarize the
troops with the movements of larger bodies of men.

On the 13th of November our division broke camp and
started on the march for new locations, some regiments going
to Nicholasville, some to Mount Sterling and Winchester and
others to Danville, while our regiment was ordered to Rich-
mond, a fine, rich town of some 1,500 inhabitants, 26 miles
nearly south of Lexington. Our route was over the Rich-
mond and Lexington pike, and being a very fine road through
a beautiful country, we did not look upon this march as any
hardship. On the way we passed the old homestead of Henry
Clay, called “Ashland.” In its day it had been a splendid
plantation of 600 acres, stocked with the finest horses and
cattle produced in that far-famed blue-grass region, but now
its glory was gone. It was a military camp, and the sage’s
mansion was the headquarters of the commander. Fine blue-
grass farms with large, comfortable-looking farm-houses lined
the pike on either side. These farmers were niostly “truly
loyal” to the old flag, in profession at least, though few of
them really enjoyed the presence of the bluecoats. DBefore
night we had covered half of the journey to Richmond and
bivouaced in a pasture about two miles from the Kentucky
River.

The bugle called us from our slumbers at four o'clock the
next morning, and at an early hour we were crossing the
Kentucky River at Clay's Ferry, named in honor of the free
soil patriot, Cassius M. Clay, whose splendid plantation lay on
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the right of the pike, a mile or so south of the river. Mr. Clay
being then a general in the Union army and of national repu-
tation as a politician and statesman, his stately mansion was
an object of interest to us as we passed. At three o'clock we
entered Richmond, and, greatly to our delight, saw the stars
and stripes floating from nearly every house. Many were
genuinely loyal, while others joined in the demonstrations of
welcome through motives of policy. It was the first Union
regiment they had seen since the battle, when the bluecoats
went flying through their streets hotly pursued by the rebels.
A few of the wounded were still therc in the hospital, or in
private houses, under the care of Federal surgeons who had
remained with them. Who can imagine their. pleasure at our
coming! Marks and signs of the battle were apparent on
every side. Spots and streaks on the marble slabs and monu-
nents in the cemetery adjoining the town on the south, made
by the bullets of the contending forces as they fought through
the city of the dead, were specially noticeable. There were
many bullet holes in trees and fences and other evidences of
the deadly conflict.



CHAPTER V.

MARCHES IN KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.

We were assigned a camping ground in a woods pasture
about a mile south of town, and were soon as comfortable
as we knew how to make ourselves, but we did not yet know
how to make a camp comfortable, much less healthful. The
officers were quite as ignorant of the requisites of healthful
camp life as were the men. One of the worst evils was the
making of beds of straw on the damp ground in the tents and
using them for days without airing. This ignorance brought
its penalty in sickness and death; one hundred were left sick
at Lexington, unable to march, and soon after our arrival at
Richmond, 150 more were on the sick list. On December
1st we moved our camp to a beautiful poplar woods pasture
adjoining the cemetery and only a half mile from town. It
was a splendid camping ground and our boys quickly made
preparations to enjoy it; the tents were put in order, chim-
neys and fire places built and in every way preparations were
nmade for a long stay. We had many pleasant days and some
amusing incidents while at Richmond. The weather was gen-
erally pleasant and though we were mostly occupied in drill-
ing, we found opportunities for a pretty general inspection
of the surrounding country. The citizens usually treated us
in the most hospitable manner. The writer well remembers
some fine turkey dinners partaken of at the home of Mr.
Doolin, a wealthy shoe merchant in the place, made doubly en-
jovable by the company of his amiable daughter, Miss Nannie
Belle, and his most agreeable niece, Miss Sarah J. Thurman.
Also an incident of a country ramble in company with Ser-
geant Sloane of Company E. We came to the home of a



IN CAMP AT RICHMOND. 41

Mr. Bronson, a brother-in-law of Gen. L. H. Rousseau, and
found some soldiers of the 14th Kentucky regiment helping
themselves to the poultry, honey and other good things with
which the splendid farm abounded. This we thought hardly
in good form, considering the hospitable treatment we had
received, so assuming an air of authority we ordered them
out, and, strange to say, they promptly obeyed our command.
Mrs. Bronson was so delighted at our interference that she
invited us to a most excellent dinner that had been prepared
for some visiting iriends.

The more prominent citizens of Richmond were especially
friendly in their manner toward us. Judge Goodloe, a promi-
nent Unionist, frequently visited the camp, sometimes bring-
ing his daughters with him. The young ladies were fine sing-
ers and enlivened the camp on such occasions with stirring
patriotic songs. On Sundays many of us attended services in
the town churches, and were always given a cordial welcome.
It was not an uncommon thing to find one of our preacher
officers in the pulpit filling the place of the pastor. Of course
by daily drills we were learning something of the duty of sol-
diers. Still there was much to learn among both officers and
men. The 14th Kentucky Infantry and 21st Indiana Battery
had joined us, and Colonel Moore being the senior officer
present, became post commander. This gave rise to a rumor
that he had been made a brigadier-general, and some of the
knowing officers saw a chance for some fun in the matter and
encouraged this idea, industriously circulating the story that
Lieutenant-Colonel Kinman had been promoted to colonel
and Major Poteet to lieutenant-colonel, and, of course, the
senior captain would be major. A meeting of the officers was
held to ratify this, as they claimed, most mnatural result.
Speeches were made complimenting the senior captain and
congratulating him on his early promotion. A case of wine
was brought in and a high jollification occurred over the event.
However, the senior captain was the only one not in the secret
of the affair. He was too good and unsuspecting to believe
that his fellow officers would be guilty of practicing any decep-
tion on him.
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The merry-making came to an end at the sound of taps,
and soon all the camp was dark and quiet and most of the
officers and men were in their bunks. But the fun of the
night was not over. Rumors had been heard irom time to time
that Gen. John Morgan was making a raid in southern Ken-
tucky and was liable to make a run into the blue-grass region
atany time. These rumors were more or less a subject of con-
versation among the boys and were frequently in their minds.
The night in question the usual guard surrounded the camp.
About an hour after all had become quiet a solitary shot was
heard out in the field to the south of our camp. Immediately
the sentinel nearest fired his gun and the guards all around
the line followed his example in quick succession. It was our
first alarm; all were in bed and many asleep. At the sound
of the first shot the drum corps tumbled out and most vigor-
ously beat the long roll. Imagine, reader, if you can, the ex-
citement and confusion that followed. The haste of dressing
at the time of a hotel fire is not to be compared to the speed
with which the men’got into their clothes that night. And
such expressions as were heard meantime! “Now we'll see
who'll fight,” “Let the cowards go to the rear,” “Who is on
the sick list now,” and similar exclamations were heard right
and left,

The lieutenant-colonel was promptly in position calling the
several companies to their places in line. He directed the
major to take charge of the left wing and cautiously move for-
ward over the ravine that ran along the south side of our
camp, sending skirmishers in advance, while he in command
of the right wing made a similar demonstration farther to
the right. The firing had ceased and the skirmishers found
nc enemy in front. It soon became apparent to all that it
was a false alarm. Many of the men fired their guns to
add to the sport, and soon all were back in their tents. The
cause of the alarm was long a secret, in fact, was not exten-
sively known to the end of our service, but finally became
known to a few. Captain Slocum was officer of the day and
Sergeant Whittaker sergeant of the guard. They decided to
continue the sport of the evening longer than the others had
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planned, and at the same time test the speed of the regiment
in getting ready for action. Their plan was well laid. The ser-
geant, apparently by order of his superiors, went to the first
guard and told him an attack was not unexpected, and that if
he heard any firing in front he should discharge his gun as a
signal. The next man was told the same thing, and so on
orders were given all around the line. Of course the sergeant
fired the shot in front and the guards in regular order did the
rest, all except the captain and sergeant being ignorant of the
scheme.

While at Richmond, Rev. Richard Holding reporied to the
regiment as chaplain, Chaplain Bradshaw having resigned be-
cause of disability. Chaplain Holding remained with us but
a few months, however. His health failing, he returned his
commission to the governor, without being mustered and went
home. He was too conscientious to be mustered into the
service when he knew he was not able for the work. About
the middle of December the rumors of an expected raid from
Gen. John Morgan’s cavalry being renewed with appearance of
truth, we were reenforced by the second brigade of the sec-
ond division, composed of the 44th, 1ooth, 103d and 104th
Ohio regiments, a battery and a regiment of cavalry, they tak-
ing position on the ridge near Danville pike, to the west
of the town. All the beautiful poplar and sugar trees in the
grove lately occupied by our camp, were felled to the ground
to give range to our artillery. “Fatigue” parties were regu-
larly detailed and soon considerable show of breastworks ap-
peared.

About this time another “contraband” incident gave excite-
ment to the camp. A slave boy, ungrateful for the kindness
of his master or caring more for liberty than the “old Ken-
tucky home,” sought refuge from his pursuers with our regi-
ment. Captain Steele and Sergeant Sloane were again con-
spicuous as the slave’s friends, and active in devising means
for keeping him hid from his master. The latter came to the
camp in a great rage hunting his “lawful property.” He was
accompanied by a lawyer named Stone, who was not only
zealous in his efforts to serve his client, but very severe in
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condemnation of all who might in any way be responsible for
the concealment of the boy. He was prepared to take him on
a writ of habeas corpus, but it was finding before taking.
Captain Steele resented Stone’s insinuations as to ‘“‘negro
thieves,” and made some caustic reference to the lawyer’s
methods of practice. The gentleman’s honor was touched and
a challenge was at once sent to our freedom loving captain
to settle the matter in the “only way known to gentlemen.”
This Captain Steele as promptly accepted, and through his
second designated pistols as the weapons.

This history will not tell what would have been the result
if the duel had taken place, for the colonel, getting a hint of
the affair, ordered Captain Steele to take command of the
guards, which kept him on duty, and gave no opportunity for
a meeting with his adversary till the next day. In the mean-
time we had received marching orders, and by noon were on
the road toward Danville, the colonel taking very good care
to see that the captain was continuously with his company.
The road was one of those celebrated Kentucky pikes, over
a gently rolling country, through that lovely blue-grass re-
gion. The day was fine and by nightfall we had covered a
distance of ten miles, and had pitched our tents on a beauti-
ful wooded slope. The 14th Kentucky and 21st Indiana Bat-
tery came with us, the Ohio brigade following later. The
next day we had a moderate march of about a dozen miles,
passing the town of Lancaster and some other villages with-
out incident of note. The next morning, December 22d, we
resumed the marc¢h and at three or four o’clock reached Dan-
ville, and went into camp adjoining the town on the south-
west. Here we found an army of some 10,000 men including
the other regiments of our brigade, the 92d and g6th Illinois
Infantry, also the other brigade of our division, Col. John Co-
burn commanding. Col. P. T. Swain having been ordered to
his regiment, Colonel Cochran,of the 14th Kentucky, being the
senior colonel, was now in command of our brigade.

Danville was one of the best Kentucky cities and the home
of many of its prominent citizens. Among them the fearless
Unionist and celebrated divine, the Rev. Robert Breckinridge,
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D. D., was conspicuous in many ways. He was a leader in
the work of holding Kentucky to the Union, and thought it
entirely consistent with his sacred calling to take the -*.mp
for his country and do all in his power to rally his | ople
under its flag. He was the uncle of Vice-President John C.
Breckinridge, then a Confederate major-general, and the
father of Col. W. C. P. Breckinridge, since prominent in Con-
gress. The writer had the honor of doing a day’s guard duty
in front of Dr. Breckinridge's house, and the pleasure of
receiving a very nice lunch from the hands of Mrs. Breckin-
ridge during his stay. Center College, a prominent institu-
tion of learning under the care of the Presbyterians, is located
at Danville. Naturally its influence went with Dr. Breckin-
ridge in support of the Union.

On the 29th another Morgan raid was reported this time
he was in fact moving upon the town of Lebanon, twenty-eight
niiles distant. General Baird was ordered to move our divis-
ion of two brigades and two batteries to the support of the
garrison at Lebanon with all practicable speed. We were
quickly in line and on the way, but soon after the march was
commenced there began a steady pour-down rain which con-
tinued all day. However, we moved forward regardless of the
weather and before night we had covered more than 15 miles
and halted for the night. Socon after dark the rain again
poured down in torrents, fairly flooding our camp. It was
a fearful march that day and an awful night. The next morn-
ing at two o’clock orders were received from General Baird
for the 115th, accompanied by one other regiment, to move
without encumbrance in hopes that we might reach Lebanon
in timé to succor the garrison, but by the time the column was
ready to move, the general received a dispatch that Morgan
had already captured the force at Lebanon, and was then
making a hasty retreat toward the South. There being no oc-
casion for our presence at Lebanon, as soon as our breakfast
was over, the division started on the return march to Dan-
ville, which we reached a little before night and resumed our
respective places in the old camp.
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That was a trip filled with experience in real soldier life.
Much loss was suffered by disease contracted by exposure to
the storm. Second Lieut. A. C. Allinson of Company E was
taken down with fever from that cause, from which he did
not rise for many weeks, and was then compelled to resign
because of continued disability. Although Danville is an ex-
ceptionally healthful place, and good health prevailed generally
among the citizens, because of our exposure and ignorance of
proper camp life, great numbers of our men were taken from
us by disease. The doleful funeral march was heard almost
daily, and many of our most valued men were left in the
Danville cemetery. Among them were three stalwart broth-
ers, Benjamin, Michael and James Ramsey, of Company E.
They had been looked upon as the finest specimens of physical
manhood in the company, and the most able to stand hard-
ships, from the fact that they had been brought up on the
farm and accustomed to hard work. Measles was the greatest
scourge. Great numbers were so afflicted, and many cases
turning into pneumonia proved fatal. At one time nearly
two-thirds of the regiment were in the hospital or on the sick
list in camp.

On the 3oth of December we had another Morgan alarm,
our pickets being driven in on the Lebanon pike; we were
ordered to be ready for action at a moment’s notice. The next
day our cavalry brought in 52 of Morgan’s men as prisoners.
About that time Company I, under command of Captain New-
man, was sent to Boone Cave to guard the bridge across the
Kentucky River at that point. After a few days of that duty
the company was: ordered to Dick River Bridge, between
Camp Dick Robinson and Danville, where it remained guard-
ing that bridge and incidentally sampling Kentucky honey,
poultry, etc., until the regiment was ordered to leave Danville.
On the 3oth of December First Lieut. Arthur C. Bankson,
of Company A, resigned on account of physical disability, Sec-
ond Lieut. Jesse Hanon being promoted to the position and
Sergt. Joseph B. Gore to the second lieutenancy.

In the latter part of October, 1862, Maj.-Gen. Don Carlos
Buell was relieved of the command of the Department of the
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Ohio, and Maj.-Gen. W. S. Rosecrans was given the command
of the Department of the Cumberland, composed mainly of the
sanie troops. Orders were at once issued for the concentration
of the army at Nashville. Six divisions were then at Bowling
Green, Ky., and others at Glasgow and points in that vicinity.
General Bragg’s advance was at Murfreesboro, Tenn., threat-
ening Nashville. Although General Rosecrans found his army
much in need of rest, drilling, discipline and re-equipment, the
urgency of the situation led him to move as quickly as possible.
Nashville had been in a state of siege since Bragg’s advance
into Kentucky, and was not relieved till the arrival of Mc-
Cook’s and Crittenden’s corps on November gth.

On November 7th the Army of the Cumberland was re-
organized, Maj.-Gen. G. H. Thomas being placed in command
of the center, composed of the divisions commanded by Gener-
als Rousseau, Negley, Dumont and Fry. Maj.-Gen.
A. D. McCook was given command of the right wing, with
the divisions of Generals Sheridan, Johnson and Davis, while
Major-General Crittendon was given the left wing, composed
of the divisions of Generals Wood, Palmer and Van Cleve.
These wings subsequently became the 14th, 20th and 21st
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